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MURDER, ANGER AND INSULTS
SERMON ON THE MOUNT 7


Please turn in your bibles to Matthew chapter 7. 

Last week we saw that Jesus made it clear that He wasn’t doing away with the Torah. Every jot and tittle were to be followed. Jesus was speaking to a Jewish audience, but He was also speaking of what it is like to live in the new kingdom. And that includes us. But how does that work with Christians who are Gentiles? There is no need to get upset about this. It isn’t as hard some may think. We just need to see what Jesus says about all this. Remember that Jesus is speaking as a wisdom teacher. Therefore, everything needs to be taken with everything else. We can balance what Paul says later. But once again, it’s not that complicated. 

Jesus said that He came to embody, (fulfill/ fill full) the Torah. He then went onto say that we are the salt of the earth; a city sitting on a hill that can’t be hidden. Being the salt, and all that that entails, means we are also to embody the Torah and the new covenant. Thankfully, Jesus will now go into some of the Torah and mine it deeply for what the true intent behind it is.  These are our examples. While Jesus will be accused of playing fast and loose with some of the Torah, we will see that He actually ratchets things up – upping the ante on many of the instructions. Keep in mind that the purpose of Torah was to be a schoolmaster that teaches the character of God and how to live out the character of God in a fallen world. I think we can see how this works as we follow the ministry of Jesus.

Continuing with the theme of Torah, Jesus goes into some case studies that come down to the practical level. 

Matt. 5:21   y“You have heard that it was said to those of old, z‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable ato judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that beveryone who is angry with his brother3 will be liable ato judgment; whoever insults4 his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to cthe hell5 of fire. 23 dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 fCome to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, gyou will never get out until you have paid the last penny.6


Jesus begins by stating that His hearers have the Torah and what it says about murder. Those who have committed murder were to be brought to the court, tried, and if found guilty, were to be sentenced. Everyone knew that commandment. But does that mean that we have lived up to the standards of God and have walked in His will if we haven’t murdered anyone? To a degree – yes. No one in their right mind approves of murder. However, what we read last week of what Jesus said is that He came to fulfill, (fill full) the intent of Torah. Therefore, Jesus is peeling off another layer of the onion. Jesus didn’t come to do away with Torah. He is going much deeper into the wisdom of it. Therefore, “do not murder” is just the tip of the iceberg. Jesus says, “you have heard …, but I say…”. He is not contradicting what they have been taught. He is not stating anything new. He is delving deeper into the intent. And it goes way past physically taking someone’s life. So, why then does Jesus equate murder with the other things He mentions in this passage? How is it that being angry, calling someone a fool or idiot in some way equates to murder in Torah? Let’s look at it again. 

Matt. 5:21   y“You have heard that it was said to those of old, z‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable ato judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that beveryone who is angry with his brother3 will be liable ato judgment; whoever insults4 his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to cthe hell5 of fire. 23 dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 fCome to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, gyou will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

In verse 22, Jesus goes beyond the surface reading of the commandment. He says that anyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgement. 

This is something of a hyperlink. If we go back to Genesis to the story of Cain and Abel, we see that it was anger that first grabbed Cain. He was warned that if he let it fester, that sin was crouching at the door like an animal. That anger festered into murder. This anger was a murderous rage. It was a spark that led to the taking of his brother’s life. And for that, a person is to be judged. This is the equivalent of being taken to the supreme court. It is a murder trial. That is understandable. But Jesus then goes a step further. He then says that anyone who insults his brother, (some translations use the word “raca”) will be liable to the council. The council here is the San Hedrin. This was a group of religious leaders that dealt with inter-tribal issues that didn’t warrant the Romans becoming involved. We can see this when Jesus was brought before Pilate and he wanted to leave the issue in the laps of the Jewish leaders. This is why the Jewish leaders accused Jesus of sedition against Rome – in order that Pilate would hear the case. At any rate, this is what Jesus is talking about here. 

The word raca, not anything to sneeze at, according to Jesus. We may go back to the old adage of sticks and stones, but Jesus doesn’t overlook this. Why is this insult, “raca” so bad? It literally means empty person or empty head. Ok, so why is this so bad? Would someone in Jesus’ day be brought before the San Hedrin for this? Most likely not. But keep in mind that we are speaking of an honor/ shame culture. If someone was publicly shamed, it was a big deal. But Jesus is working logically through a scenario. Let’s read more of what He says. 
; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to cthe hell5 of fire. 23 dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 fCome to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, gyou will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

Now Jesus says that anyone who calls another person a “fool”, the Greek word “more” will be liable to the hell of fire. We get our word, “moron” from this Greek word, which essentially means idiot. Wow! That is serious! But why? Let’s continue reading and we will come back to this. Jesus then goes into a short parable in order to stress the point. 

23 dSo if eyou are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25 fCome to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26 Truly, I say to you, gyou will never get out until you have paid the last penny.

Jesus sets up a scenario in a legal context. If we go to church thinking everything is groovy with God, yet we have offended someone, we have things wrong. Everything is not ok in the kingdom of God if we have offended someone and still think we are walking with God. Just because we are attending a church service, (our context) and bring a sacrifice, we are not ok with God. We are to leave the sacrifice and find that person in order to apologize and make things right. Then and only then are we able to come back to the altar and offer that sacrifice. This shows just important this issue is to Jesus. Remember how we said that righteousness is defined as being in right relationship with God AND others! And we aren’t to let these things fester. This is why Jesus says to come to terms quickly with the one we have offended. Going back to the story of Cain and Abel, it was not solving the issue quickly that allowed Cain to brood on the situation that eventually led to murder. Jesus says that we are to quickly reconcile before anyone has to go before a judgment. Once you get to the judge, the penalty will be enforced. This is why He says that you won’t get out of prison until the last penny, or restitution is made. Once again, this is how seriously Jesus takes this issue. 

But once again, how can an insult, even a public one be equated with murder. The devil is in the details. The word “raca” means empty person, empty head, the idea is that the person has no value. By insulting them, we have robbed them of their dignity. We must remember that all humans were created in the image of God and therefore all humans have value. 

What happens when someone murders another person? They have become judge, jury and executioner. They have taken a person’s life because, in their estimation, that person had no innate value. Why do we throw things away? Because they no longer have a purpose. They are no longer needed. They no longer have any value to us. It is the same with murder. 

What Jesus is saying here is that when we insult someone, we have taken it upon ourselves to be judge, jury and executioner by de-humanizing them. We see them as having no value or worth. And this is the same, in a sense, as murdering them. God created humans in His image. This is a foundational principle in the Bible and is the reason God was willing to give His son, Jesus, on our behalf. 

People can be evil, bad, living in an abhorrent manner, but they are still created in the image of God. There is still the chance of redemption. They still have innate value. They are not to be de-humanized. 

Look at the structure of this passage. Jesus went on to say that those who call someone a moron, or idiot will be liable to the Hell of fire. 

Over the last several series we’ve gone through, we have seen and stated that God turns things upside down. His ways are not our ways. They seem to be backwards from the way we normally think. And that is the truth. If we look carefully at the way this is structured, we will see the same thing once again. Jesus goes from murder to anger, to a serious public insult and finally to calling someone a moron or idiot. These things move in descending order. Murder is certainly worse than anger. Anger is worse than a serious insult. And even a serious episode of character assassination is worse than calling someone an idiot. Can you see the descending order in the degree of offense?  But Jesus also throws another wrench into the machine. The punishments move in an ascending order. The murderer goes to the supreme court, that is expected. The angry person is in danger of the judgment, literally, a local tribunal. The person who utters the public insult, calling someone an empty person, will be liable to the council, or the San Hedrin, in Jesus’ estimation. But the person who calls someone an idiot will be libel to Hell Fire, or the supreme court of the kingdom of God. Do we see this? It is easy to read past if we aren’t careful. Jesus had just inverted things once again. The lesser the offense, the worse the punishment is! Wow! Why? Because though we may not have committed murder in the literal sense, we have still de-valued a human life. And in the economy of God, that is just as serious. Think of how constant belittling effects children. Think of the consequences of being in this sort of environment. It can be devastating. And that is the point. Words can hurt, and they do matter. 

But Hell? Isn’t that a little over the top? Remember that Jesus uses hyperbole in order to get across His points. But let’s look at this translation and what it means. 

The phrase, “Hell of fire”, in Greek is Ga ben Hinnom. It literally means, “valley of the son of Hinnom”. This is often translated as Hell. Jesus uses the term about a dozen times – more than anyone else in the NT. Why does He make this correlation? What is it about this valley that would bring such a reference? 

· Location and first mention of this valley. Joshua 15. Border between the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. We’ve been there. 
· The common scholarly urban myth – the valley was a garbage dump. This wasn’t so until the middle of the 13th century AD. Not the case in Jesus’ day. 
· King Ahaz and king Manasseh, as well as many Israelites built shrines in this valley and performed child sacrifice here in the 8th and 9th centuries BC. (2 Chronicles 28 and 33). 
· Jeremiah and Ezekiel railed on this. 



Jer. 7:30   “For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the LORD. They have set htheir detestable things in the house ithat is called by my name, to hdefile it. 31 And they have built the high places of jTopheth, which is in kthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, lto burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, mwhich I did not command, nor did it come into my mind. 32 nTherefore, behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when it will no more be called jTopheth, or kthe Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter; ofor they will bury in Topheth, because there is no room elsewhere. 33 pAnd the dead bodies of this people will be food for the birds of the air, and for the beasts of the earth, qand none will frighten them away.

Topheth defined. An altar, (funeral pyre) for the burning of live bodies. So much of this went on that the valley became synonymous with this and acquired the name. 

Jeremiah is speaking of the coming of the Babylonians. And he is saying that those who participated in the evil of that valley will have their bodies discarded in that same valley. There won’t be enough room to bury all the dead due to the slaughter. Not having a proper burial was a big deal to the Jews. 

This idea of the valley of Hinnom being a place of judgment, God’s judgment developed over the years until you can see in apocalyptic writings of the time that it stood as the place for God’s ultimate retribution. It was a place of judgment where what you did to people would be done to you. 

So, as Jesus speaks of murder, anger and insults, He puts a high price tag on people in the kingdom not engaging in these things, because all humans are created in His image and to even insult or devalue another person is at least, metaphorically speaking, the same as taking their lives. 

Once again, Jesus has taken the wisdom of Torah to its deepest meaning. He hasn’t lessened the meaning but expanded on it. This is the way it was supposed to be from the beginning. 

Having learned this, how does it affect our daily walk? How does it affect our daily behavior? How does it affect what we need to do in order to be in right relationship with God and others? Who do we need to settle with quickly, before we get in front of the judge? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Let’s pray. 
